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What is claimed is: 




A system for gathering and a/ialyzing data relating to a non-fixed movable 
tt comprising: / 

a local controller located at a first location for acquiring data that is representative of 
at least one operating characteristic of thelasset; 

an analysis controller located at a lecond location that is responsive to said acquired 
data from said local controller for generating an analysis of said acquired data; and 

an electronic communications network connected between said local controller and 
said analysis controller and permitting transmission of said acquired data from said local 
controller to said analysis controller; and 

a sub-system that analyzes saif at least one operating characteristic of the asset to 
determine a lease rate for the asset. 



2. 



A system as recited ih claim 1, wherein said lease rate includes a minimum 
charge if said operating characteristic is below a pre-determined threshold. 



3. A system as recite^ in claim 1 , wherein said lease rate includes a surcharge if 
said operating characteristic is ab/ove a pre-determined threshold. 

4. A system as recited in claim 1 , wherein said lease rate includes a minimum 
charge if said operating characteristic is below a pre-determined threshold and a surcharge if 
said operating characteristic is /above a pre-determined threshold. 

5. A system as rented in claim 1, wherein there are plurality of operating 
characteristics. 



6. A system as rfecited in claim 5, wherein said plurality of operating 
characteristics includes time/of operation within a fixed period of time. 



7. A system as 
information affecting said 



■ecited in claim 1, said analysis controller receiving maintenance 
operating characteristic. 
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Q( 8. A system L recited in claim 7, wherein a first party represents an asset user 
^y(fand a second party represents at least one of an asset supplier and a maintenance organization. 

9. A system as recited /in claim 7, wherein said at least one operating 
characteristic is adjusted by said nfaintenance information to provide an overall asset 
utilization controlled by said asset user to determine said lease rate. 



1 0. A system as recitfed in claim 7, wherein an asset owner establishes said lease 
rate, said asset owner analysing said maintenance information as a factor in setting said least 
rate. 



11. A system as\eclted in claim 8, further comprising an asset owner, wherein 
said asset owner analyzes saidmaintenance information for a plurality of assets associated 
with at least one of said asset supplier and said maintenance organization to evaluate its 
relationship based on overall maintenance performance. 




A system as recited/ in claim 1 , wherein said asset is limited to motion in a pre- 
determined geographic region to insure the acquisition of the data. 



13. A method for gathering and analyzing data relating to an asset comprising the 
steps of: 

activating a local controller located at a first location; 

acquiring data that is representative of at least one operating characteristic of the asset 
which is communicated from the asset to said local controller; 

transmitting said operating characteristic at pre-determined intervals from said local 
controller to an analysis controller located at a second location using an electronic 
communications network connected between said local controller and said analysis controller; 



and 



a sub-system 

receiving daja from said analysis controller and using said data, including said 
at least one operatin g characteristic of the asset, and 

determining a lease rate for the asset based in part on said at least one 
operating characteristic of the asset. 
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14. A method as recited in claim 13, said at least one onefating characteristic 
representing an objective criteria, said determining step comprising the sub-steps of 
measuring said criteria and generating a usage-based analysis of asset utilization. 

15. A method as recited in claim 14/^aid determining step comprising the sub-step 
of charging a minimum lease rate when s^d asset utilization is below a pre-determined 
threshold. 

16. A method as-feci ted in claim 14, said determining step comprising the sub-step 
of charging a surchargeKvhen said asset utilization exceeds a pre-determined threshold. 



17 * method as recited in claim 14, said determining step comprising the sub- 

steps of^Karging a minimum lease rate when said asset utilization is below a first pre- 
determined threshold and charging a surcharge when said asset utilization exceeds a second 
re-determined threshold. 
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18. A system for gathering and analyzing data relating to a non-fix/d movable 
asset limited to motion in a predetermined geographic region to ensure the/acquisition of said 
data comprising: 

a local controller located at a first location for acquiring data/fhat is representative of 
at least one operating characteristic of the asset; 

an analysis controller located at a second location tha0s responsive to said acquired 
data from said local controller for generating an analysis of >aid acquired data, said analysis 
controller receiving maintenance information affectins/Said operating characteristic; and 

an electronic communications network connected between said local controller and 
said analysis controller and permitting transmission of said acquired data from said local 
controller to said analysis controller; and 

a sub-system that analyzes said at ^ast one operating characteristic of the asset to 
determine a lease rate for the asset, an ^feset owner establishing said lease rate and analyzing 
said maintenance information as a fafctor in setting said lease rate. 

1 9. A system as rented in claim 1 8, wherein said lease rate includes a minimum 
charge if said operating characteristic is below a pre-determined threshold or a surcharge if 
said operating characteristic is above a pre-determined threshold. 



20. A ^stem as recited in claim 1 8, wherein a first party comprises an asset owner 
and a second mfrty represents at least one of an asset supplier and a maintenance organization, 
and whereiVsaid asset owner analyzes said maintenance information for a plurality of assets 
associated with at least one of said asset supplier and said maintenance organization to 
evaluate its relationship based on overall maintenance performance. 
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